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START 

FINISH 

A-MAZE-ING! 

Can you make it through the maze from start to finish? 

A “population” is the 

inhabitants of a spe-

cies in an area. 
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Help us to figure out which one of these Asian 

carp blew the bubbles! 

Zebra mussels are common invasive spe-

cies. They’re in so many of our lakes and 

they can spread by clinging to the sides of 

boats. 
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The Search of the Season 

Can you find all the words listed below? 

(Purple loosestrife) 

(Rock snot algae) 
(Round goby fish) 
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What is it? 
Start at 1 and count up to 48: Connect the dots and reveal the secret image. 

Plants are essential for our survival on Earth because 

they give us both food and oxygen. But they can be just 

as, if not more invasive than animals. 
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INVASIVE SPECIES 

What is it?  

An invasive species is any species 

(animal, plant, insect, fungus) that 

comes into a new ecosystem and 

begins to take over. 

How do invasive species 

affect an ecosystem? 

They interrupt the ecosystem’s 

natural food chain and create com-

petition with other species for 

food. 

Why can it take over? 

It has few natural predators and 

replicates very quickly, so its pop-

ulation can grow very rapidly. 

What’s the difference between 

native and invasive species? 

Native species have always been in an 

area, whereas invasive species are 

new.  

(Yellow Iris) 

(Rudd) 

(Ruffe) 

(Rusty crayfish) 
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A B C D E F G H I J 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

K L M N O P Q R S T 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

U V W X Y Z 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

1. Invasive species can multiply very __________________. A single plant, for example,  

 

can produce thousands of ____________ each year. 

    6   1   19   20  

Top Secret 

Use the letters that correspond to each number to figure out the 

secret messages! 

19   5   5   4   19 

2. _____________________ may be good at getting rid of unwanted _______________,   

 

which spread seeds and diseases, but they’re not always good for farmers, our health or 

the environment. 

16  5  19  20  9  3  9  4  5  19 9  14  19  5  3  20  19 

3. _________________ are very important for us. They filter out _______________________ 

 

and provide __________________ for plants and animals.  

16  15  12  12  21  20  1  14  20  19 

8  1  2  9  20  1  20   

23  5  20  12  1  14  4  19 
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Can you spot all 10 differences? 

Fact: Insects aren`t the only things that spread seeds. Birds can, too! 
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Use your creative skills to add a little colour to this fish in its 

natural habitat. 

Did you know that species that live in water are known as “aquatic species”? 
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Across 
1. These sharp-edged invasives cling to 

boats 
2. These green, oxygen-producing 

things can be invasive, as well as na-
tive 

3. A swamp is an example of this 
4. Word describing species that is not 

native to an area 

Down 
1. Describes organisms that live in water: ________ 

organisms 
2. Describes a species that has always been in an 

area 
3. This group of flying species helps to spread plant 

seeds 
4. All the inhabitants of a species in an area 
5. These 6-legged creatures are very important to 

ecosystems 
6. The problem with invasive species is that they re-

produce so ______ 
7. Invasive species have a huge impact on the native 

species living in an ____________ 
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Answer Sheet 

Top secret  

1. Fast, seeds 

2. Pesticides, insects 

3. Wetlands, pollutants, habitat 

Page 4 
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Answer Sheet 

Spot the differences 

 

1. 2 bubbles missing near far-left fish 

2. Triangle on suitcase is a new colour 

3. Cigar is a new colour 

4. Cigar ashes are missing 

5. New pink rectangle on right suitcase 

6. Eyebrows on invasive species 

7. Missing scales on invasive species 

8. Red circle on camera 

9. New scales on far-right fish 

10. New bubbles near far-right fish 

 

Crossword 

Across 

1. Zebra mussels 

2. Plants 

3. Wetland 

4. Invasive 

 

Down 

1. Aquatic 

2. Native 

3. Birds 

4. Population 

5. Insects 

6. Fast 

7. Ecosystem 
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